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AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LEBANESE REPUBLIC
£ AND

':THL INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS AND RED
o CRESCENT SOCTETIES

" CONCERNING THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL
FEDERATION IN LEBANON

COPIL CQNFORME
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he Governmm
[ Red Cross’ and Red C1ebeent Societies, o *He other hand heremafter teferred to as “The
Trlftles,’, o .

RE CALLING the Statutes of the hltcrnatlonal Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement adopted
by the XXV International Conference of the Réd Cross (Geneva, 1986), according to which

t the general objective of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

“to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian activities

| by the National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering and

- thereby con‘mbutmg to the maintenance and the promotion of the peace in the world”, it
functions concerning in particular relief in case of disaster and assistance to the development

¥ of Red Cross or Red Crescent National Societies.

- Federation of its Regional Delegation in. Lebanon, with the purpose of coordmatmcr its

f{ humanitarian assmfa.nce in Lebanon and MENA,

{1 And CONSIDERING it is necesgary to conclude a formm agreement to determme this legal .

status and to provide for the effective operation thereof,
HEREBY AGREE as follows:

TITLE I o

GENERAL PROVISIONS

'} ARTICLE 1

DEFINITIONS

For the purpo-se of the f.arese_nt Agﬁeegient:

a. i'ﬂle Agreement" means the .pres'ei_i‘t‘ﬁgreement;
b. “the State’; means the -Lebane_s_e Reﬁﬁblic;

. “the Government” means the Government of the Lebanese Republic;

c
f1 d. “the Territory” means the territory of Lebanon;

e. “the Competent Authority” means the Ministry of F oreign Affairs and Emigrants;

Crescent Societies;

| g. “the Parties” means the Government and the International Federation, jointly;

h. “the Secretary General” means the Secretary General of the International Federation of the

| Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies;

i, “the Delegation” means any office that the International Federation may open on the Lebanese
Territory, including but not limited to regional office, country cluster support teams and sub-

4 delegations;

2303 ik ifS aah T = PRAEA S0 3 LR P24 S oy R LA R R W, L

ifio: Lub:mes‘ lepub£1e on $he cne hand, and € Imematmnal Federation |

f| NOTING t1~e common will of the Parties to specify the legal status of the Interna‘aonal :
j | Federation and its personnel on the temtory of Lebanon.

f, “the International Federatlon means the International Federation of Red Cross and Red |

i

B T e ol e e
- i s g ——

e T g T s

The Government of the Lebanese Repuohc WELCOMES the estabhshrnent by the International F§"

T
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Iutfeé - Ihp Dei ati{vn, 'Wdh:-rheemeptien c{b\aff 1aeahy eriiployed;

11, “the staff ocaliy employed” means the adminisirative and technical staff recxuxted by the
| International Fedétation on the Territory, among nationals of the State or people permanently
residing on the Territory;

& 81 m, “the members of the Delegation” means the Head of Delegation, the Delegates, and the staff
¥ locally employed.

4 H ArticLE 2
 §| APPLICABILITTY OF THIS AGREEMENT AND ITS PROVISIONS.

' §1' 1. The provisions under Titles I and II of this Agreement will apply from the date of the wntten
[ notification by the. Government to the International Federation concerning the completion of |

the legal procedures necessary for its entry into 1e01'ce

2. The provisions under Title 11I of this Agreement will app]y, after the ratlﬁcatlon of the.

E| Agreement, as soon as the Secretary Generel informs the Competent Authority of his/her will
| to open a Delegation on the Territory.

Should the Delegation be closed for any reason, the closing date will be communicated in due
time by the Secretary General to the same authority, and the provisions of Title III of this,

¥| Agreement shall become dormant. At such time as the Secretary General informs the Competent |§
% Authonty of his/her will to re-open the Delegation, the provisions of T1t1e HI of this Agreement :

shall again apply w1thout modification.

ARTICLE 3

 IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES "

1. The Government shall take all nee'essar'y' measures to secure the implementation of the

y | provisions of this Agreement. It shall inter alia i issue the appropriate mstructxons to all the public
41 authorities concerned. g

{ 2. The Secretary General will take alvl-necessary measures to ensure that the International
Federation, its representatives and staff, including the members of the DeIegatlon will comply {F
§ | with the provisions of the Agreement..

ARTICLE 4

R | INTERPRETATION AND DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

d Any matter not provided for in the Agreement sﬁall be decided in é.r'cordance-‘with the

't Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations of 1946, or in aceordance
| with general principles of international law,

: -2. Any difference concerning the mte'xpreta‘uon or application of the Agreement which is not
! settled by negotiation, may, at the request of one of the Parties, be submitted to an arbitral
.| tribunal composed of three members, including one member serving as chair,

| The Government and the International Federation will each designate oné member of the |
1 arbitral tribunal; the arbitrators so designated will iominate a third arbitrator who will act as -




8| the chair. If one ‘of the Parties fails to appoint an arbitrator within 60 days after an invitation
2| from the other Party to make such an appointment, or if these two arbitrators should fail to agree
i on the third arbitrator within 60 days of their appointment, the President of the International
g1 Court of Justice may make any necessary appointments at the request of either Party. The
81 procedure for the arbitration shall be fixed by the arbitrators and the expenses of the arbitration
8| shall be borne by the Parties as assessed-by the arbitrators. The arbitral award shall contain a
£ statement of the reasons on which it is based and shall be accepted by the Parties as the final
k| adjudication of the dispute, even if rendered in default of one of the Parties, -

4| ARTICLE 5
| AMENDMENTS"

{ Changes and amendments to this Agreement may be achieved through an exchange of letters
between the Parties. '

ARTICLE 6
'TERMINATION.

Bl This Agreement shall remain i force unless terminated by either Party by written notice. It [f
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#{ Party.

g %] TITLE IX

B1! PROVISIONS CONCERMING: THE “STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL [§
| FEDERATION | | i niaar

| ARTICLE7 . |
| LEGAL PERSONALITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION

BH1 1. The State recognizes the international legal personality of the International Federation, the
B 1 mandate of which is laid down in the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
M¥1 Movement, adopted by the XV™ International Conference of the Red Cross (Geneva, 1986).

€4, In order to exercise its functions and to fulfill its purposes, the International Federation shall | ¥
i | possess, on the Territory, legal perscnality with the full capacity to contract, to acquire and B
} dlispose of immovable and movable property in accordance with the laws concerning acquisition [j
i of properties by foreigners as applicable to international organizations, and enjoy the right to | §
{ litigation. _
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.3, The International Federation, on the Territory, shall enjoy subjéct to the provisions of this
¥4 Agreement, treatment not less favorable than that accorded to the accredited missions of |§ -
“intergovernmental organizations. '
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shall cease to-be in force six months after the date of the receipt of such notice by the other |§
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ARTICLE 8

' FEDERATION

11 The Intemauonal Federahon shall be free to carry out, on the Temtory, such activities as.
1 may be necessary for the exercise of its humanitarian mission, in conformity with its own |}
1 Clonstitution and with the Fundamental Principles of the International Red Cross and Red £
) Crescént Movement. '

41 2. On the territory, the International Federation shall act through or in agreement with the

- National Society and in confonmty with the laws of that country, to the extent companble w1th
. this Agreement. .

? The International Federation, its officials and office bearers shall be ennﬂed to make use at
4l times of the Red Cross and Rf:d Crescent emblems.

H ARTICLES C - '
FACILITIES

d 41 ’\leject to the same measures applied to the missions of mtergovermnental organizations |.
: . gecredited to Lebanon, the Government shall facilitate to the maximum extent possible the |8
BE. | humanitarian activities of the International Federation. It shall, in particular, allow and facilitate - B
R ;'_-u]l transnational operatlons contacts, and communications of the International Federation, It | |
i 1 shall, to the maximum extent possible, apply to the Internatipnal Federation the “Measwres 1013
B Expedite International Relief” adopted by Resolution VI of the XXIT® [International g
|3 I  ¢lonference of the Red Cross (Bucharest, 1977) and subsequently raafﬁrmed by Resoluttoﬂ - Pt
! A/RFS/3“56 (1977) of the Umted Nations General Assembly. : 1

i

B ARTICLE 10
'§;; LOGISTICS REQUIREMENTS

lhe Government shall facilitate the deployment by the International Federation of ad hoc

- ¢mergency logistics operating from its country for the support of its operations in the region.
1 The Government shall authorize the International Federation to receive, stock, distribute,

" lispatch or transfer with no time limit, articles intended for official use and articles intended

for International Federation assistance programs within the country or in any other couniry,
'} provided that, in all such operations, the laws of the host country shall be observed. i

ARTICLE 11

1*‘RL TEDOM OF FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS

thout being restricted by financial controls, regulations or moratona of any kind, thc
tlernational Federation:
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 ARTICLE 12
1 TAX EXEMPTIONS

g T L

E| L The Internationel Federation, its assets, premises, income and property shall be exempt from
El all forms of direct or indirect taxation specifically those mentioned in Article 2 & 3 of the Law
E+ No. 114 of 7/12/1991 (granting some exemptions, privileges and immunities) , except for taxes
:%| which are, in fact no more'than charges for public utility services, tax on capital gains achieved

. et it e T e A D ARAL) UL
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1 | 31/7/2019 (General Budget Law.and Supplementary Budgets for 2019).

b 1 2. The. Gove-nment shall make appropriate administrative arrangements as applied on the
8| missions of intergovernmental organizations accredited to Government, for the cancellation or
8| return of the amount of excise duties or taxes on the sale of movable and immovable property

; 1 Federation is making important purchases for its official use, it being understood that the tax-
Y| free imports cannot be soid in Lebaron except under conditions agreed to by the Government.

{ ARTICLE 13
| EXEMPTION FROM CUSTOMS DUTIES

s Jhe Intcrnanonal Federatxon shall be exempt from customs duties, including the minimum

i (mcludmg Intemational Federation publications, audio-visial matenals and medlcal 1tems)

tharged in exchange of services rendered by port authority and private compames operating

4 The International Federation shall be grasted air-fraffic rights and be exempt of landing,
shting and -parking fees. '

il ARTICLE 14
: I‘DOM OF COMMUNICATION

i rabic than_ that accorded by the Government to any missions of intergovernmental
ni/ations accredited to Lebanon in the matter of priorities rates and taxea on maiis cables
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by the Federation as a result-of selling real estate owned by it and the tax on movable capital in- | f
1 accordance with Article 51 of Law 497/2003 amended by Article 31 of Law No. 144 of ||

| which form: part of the price to be paid (such as Value Added Tax), whén the International | ;

"'-imended for official use_or for International Federation assistance programs within the il

2. Incase of trar.sit the International Federation shall be exempt from déposit/liayment of trarisit'; | i
nds and shall have physxcal ACCESS to the consignments and the possibility to unpack and ¥

. The International Federation shdil-be granted the usage of Sea Port facilities for r-eception
ind dispatch of humanitarian cargo. The International Federation shall not be exempt from fees |§
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' ¥ The officers and ofﬁce bearers of the International Federatzon, holdmg the Intematloﬂal
14 |- Federation identity card, shall enjoy:

. + 1 *.
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1} State and shall be exempt from licensing fees and all other related fees and charges,

the International Telecommunication Union.

$1 4. The International Federation shall have the right to dispatch and receive correspondence by 1
courier or in sealed bags which shall have the same immunities and vnvﬂeges as d1piematm i
| couriers and bags. The bags shall be properly marked with the emblem of the Red Cross and [§
Red Uescem accompamed by the name of the Internaticnial Federation.

communications of the: Internatlonal Federatmn

ARTICLE 15

a) Personal mvxoiablhty,

International Federation or received by them from cutside the Temtory in generaJ

necessary cemﬁcates

¢) The same pnvxleges in respect of exchange facﬂmes as are accorded to oﬁ' cmis ef
uomparable rank of missions of intergovernmental orgamzanons,

& of missions of intergovernmental organizations;

- p) Freedom of movement and travel;

i[;

inlf during their absence frgnmy, shall be accorded in respect to themselves, their spouse
d (}upwdent family memberx\sz;helﬁqmn

-

¢ International Law . \\\

2. The Intemational Federation shall have the right to import and to install on its premises radio= |
communications equlpment and to use mobile equipment on the Territory, with consent 0oL tht. 1

%] The Intemational Federation shall use the frequencies assigned to it for this purpose by ihcﬁv'_ :
/| relevant authority of the Government, in accordance with Resolution 10 (Rev. WRC«ZOOO) of |4

‘K] 3. The International Federation enjoys the freedom to access the national and. mternatmxial 11 G
g} media, both prmted and broadcasted I

4 No censorship shall be applied to the official correspondence and - other offi :cm; : f'-’ '

#1 STATUS OF THE HEAD OF DELEGATION AND DELEGATES AND OFFICERS AND fé_-
§1| OFFICE BEARERS - | ]

b) Immunity fromlegal process in.respect of all the actions carried out in their ofﬁclal 1%
- capaf‘lty (mcludmg any oral or written expressions), extending beyond the termination of |¥ -
i their mission. This legal immunity shall extend tc exe empting them from acting as wﬁnesse’* £
R on facts they have come across during the disbursement of their duties; I

c) Exemptmn from taxatlon in respect of the salaries and emoluments pald 10 them by thc ;

d) Exemption, together with their spouses and dependent family members from 1 .'-'
immigration restrictions and alien registration; the Government will provxde them free of 1¥: .
charge and s quickly as possible the appropriate Identification card and other vmas ﬂ.nd' '

it~ £ Together. with their spouses and dependent family members, the same repamatlen
£ ¢ facilities in time of armed conflicts or other crisis situations as. offictals ofoomparabie famt v .

t addition to the status specified in paragraph 1 of the present éi'ticle, the President and the : _
sfetary General of the International Federation orany office bearer or official acting on their |§ -

ies, facilities, exemptions and privileg saec:mdmg f; _ :

AR E e
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: 5_‘- 5, I‘hls Article does not apply to the International Federation employees who aré. Lebd,n,ﬁe
© g Lm?ens or permanently residing in Lebanon, except for the 1mmum’cy from judicial proceedl* g
} and personal immunity solely with regard to acts performed in their official capacity as prGVlded
1 b in’ Article 23. They will-also be exempted from taxes on salaries and othef" compensations 1§
{iid to them by IFRC and -shall be exempted from military or any other’ nafional sérvice 1§
1 fibligations, The Lebanese Govemment may confer on them addmonal 1mmumt1es 25 due and R

3. The letter of aecredﬁatxon of the Head of Delegation, shall be presented to the r\,lew"xt ‘i‘

duthorlty in a-due time before the arrival in order for consideration.

4 The Head of De]egatlon and the Delegates shall enjoy: ‘
| a) 1mmun1ty from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of their personal baf,gage. 1

b)-inTespect of words spoken or written and all acts done by them in their official capicity it
as representatwes immunity from legal process of every kind even after they have left fhe 1
service of the Delegation: this immunity from jurisdiction will include the exemptlen tﬂr' 4

estify on facts that they rmght have 1earned due to the exercise of their functions;

~¢) inviolability of pnvate resniences vehicles, documents, manuscripts and’ all (:)ihﬁr

personal effects;. . .-

d) exemption»from-ﬁiaﬁbn in respect of the salaries and emoluments paid to thiem. by the | :

International Federatiorior received by them from outside the Territory in general'

¢) “Exemptions; ‘together with their spouses and dependent family mernbe*s, from
immigration restrictions and alien registration; the Government will provide them fres of [§
charge and as quxcldy as p0351ble the appropriate travel documents and other. visas xmd' K

necessary certificates; -

f) the same pnvxleges in respect of exchange facilities as are acéorded to ofﬁmals ef; S

"~ comparable rank of mlssmns of intergovernmental organizations;

mtergovenunental orgamzanons

h) freedom of movemen_lt:_‘_and travel;

of on their departure

i) exemptlon from nauonal service obligations.

E {1t addition to the above-mentioned privileges and mmumUes, the Head of Delegation, his/hgt k
188t Deputy and their spouses, other relatives and dependent family members shall benefit from the
B inrunities, facilities, exémptions and privileges according to Intemational Law, 0 :

Répessary.

ERATION

o
1Y ?mal Federation in legardb to meetings eo;wom:d by the 111&rmﬂmnWion on the

\OUE {47
m

c,) together with their spouse and dependent family members , the same repairiation faclht:ws 3
in time of national or- international crisis as officials of compa:able rank of missions’ of 1 .

i) the right to import frée of duty their furniture and personal effects, including vehicles, at o ‘ ;;- :
 the time of first taking up their post in the country. Such exemptlons shail also be aval‘ed

TUS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS OF THE INT LRNA’IIONM4 -

: \Qtahves of the Red Cross and Red Crescent member national societies of the § ;. N

e T ST )



" iemtory shall, while exermsmg their functions and during their ] Journeys to and from the place
‘§1 of meeting, enjoy the privileges and immunities granted to other missions of intergovernmental
: organization staff from the similar rank, participating in meetings organized on the Territory.

 ~:'5:1 ARTICLE17 =~ - 7
i@ §| UXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION

gL = xperts, other than delegatlon ofﬁmals performing missions for the International Federation,
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ft shall be accorded thé pr1v1leges and Immunities granted tc others mtergovemmental
B §| organization’ s staff during the mission time. Fees and compensations paid to consultants and
o §| cxperts who a're not IFRC official staff remain subject to taxation.

 ArTICLEIS -
| WAIVER OF PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

1 1. The immunities, facilities, éxeinpt_-;ipns and privileges set out in this agreement are accorded

1 exercise of their humanitarian missien in strict compliance with the Fundamental Principles of
: thc International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

1 2. The Secretary General (or any of.ucxal actmg on his/her behalf during his/her absence from
1 duty) shall have the nght and the duty to waive the immunity of any person concerned in any
§.onse where, in the opinion of the’ Secreta.ry General, the immunity would impede the course of
1 justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the International Federation. -

ARI‘[CLE 19

1 JMMUNITY OF THE INTEQNATIONAL FEDERATION, ITS PROPERTY AND
| ASSETS

Ihu International Federation, its property and assets, mcludmg its vehicles, wherever located
§-and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every form of legal and administrative
{ifocess, except insofar as in any pamcu]a,r case the Secretary General has expressly waived this
immumty

i
e

i

pierpriing

‘ARFICLEZO -

INVIOLABILITTY OF INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION PREMISES, PROPERTY
4 :.A‘»SFTS AND ARCHIVES

-

_'r;*;mh requisition, CGI'lﬁSCathIl expropnatmn and any other form of mterference whether by
'wuhve administrative, judicial, or legislative action.

3. The archives of Qﬂe lntemat;onal Federation, a.nd in general all documents belonging to it or
d by it, shall b° mvwlabie wherever ]ocated
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, not for the persohal benefit ofthe iﬁaivmuals themselves, but in order to safeguard the effective
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 PROVISIONS CONCERNING -
THE STATUS OF THE DELEGATION

B ArTICLE 21
 FUNCTIONS OF THE DELEGATION

841 1. The Delegation shall. be based in Beirut and can be in any other place of the country, subjéé; i

1 regional and zonal activities and respons;blhnes in accordance with the laws of the host country ‘
$h arTIcLER2 - |
F3| MEMBERS OF THE DELAGATION

A M TR O TN
3 ¥ ok

i ; The Secrétary General shall communicate the name of the Head of Delegation and other high-
4] ranking officers of the Delegation to the appropriate authority as soon as they take up their post,
iR | subject to accreditation by the appropriate authority.

f[lniot hation concerning the end of the furcuons of the members of the Delegahon will be 18
"_U unsmiited in the same conditions. '

%'_" 1'he Head of Delegation shall also inform the name and the status of the locally-employed staff
% g ’iu order to issue’an identification card. §
:
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,LffA RTICLE 23
B 574 TUS OF THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION

apncity, even after the end of their mission - this immunity from jurisdiction will include thé
xemption to testify on facts that they might have learned due to the exercise of their functign
freedom of movement and travel when they assume their official functions. They willa
B exempted from taxes on salaries and other compensahons paid to them by IFRC and shal:
Sl exempted. from military or any other national services obligations. The Lebanese E
ywvernment may confer on them additional immunities as due and necessary.

fitiuiples of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movemeént.

hiance from duty, shall have the right to waive the immuaity of the above-mentioned ‘members {f

yimild impede'the course of justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interests of 1hL

'iﬁ Jlu)nal Federatlon //’U‘r\\
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Y {o the consent of the appropriate authority; according to-the needs and may be used to cover -

: This Article applies to the International Federation employees mentioned in Article 1, Seutlon-.-A N
who are-Lebanese citizens or permanently residing in Lebanon and do not enjoy privileges |§

immunities, except in the case of immunity from judicidl proceedings and personal [§
mmunity solely with regard to acts performed and words spoken or written in their official {F. .

he above-mentioned members of the Delegation-shall be accorded such iﬁzmunities. and. W
Jities, not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves, but in order to safeguard |&
e effective exercise of their humanitarian mission in strict compliance with the Fundamcm’al., g

; Therefore, the Secretary General or any official acting on his’her behalf during hlb/hél“ j

he Delegation in any case where, in the opinion of the Secretary General, the immunity [§ ]




'ARTICLE 24
HOUSING AND OFFICE

1. In concordance with faciiiﬁé's‘ provided t¢ the missions of intergovernmental orgaﬁizaﬁons'
gecredited to Lebanon, the Government shall facilitate the acquisition or utilization. of

f the Head of Delegation and the Delegates.

i Except in cases of “force méjeure” the Government shall take all appropriate steps to protect
| ’Lhc premlses of the Delegation-against any intrusion or damage and to prevent any chsturbance
281 of the peace of the Dclegonon or impairment of its inviolability.

i} 3.Taking into. account the Drmlegcs and immunities accorded by this Agreement, the
1 elegation shall prevent the premises from being used as a refuge by any person who is
1. avoiding &rrest under any law of the State or who is requxrpd by the Government for extradmon
{0 another country, or who i is cndeavormg to avoid service of legal process
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1 ARTICLE 25
{ VIHICLES

o

Wigrgovernmental organizations accredited to Lebanon.

R

i YITNESS WHEREOFE the Under31gned being duly authonzed thereto, have 51gned and
ed this Agr\,ement o

f

s ut Beirut on 29 Apnl 2022 in two ongmal copies, in the Arabic and Enghsh languages
1 fex ts being equalIy authent;c In case of divergence in mterpretatmn the English text shall

] (113 thc Govemment of the, Repubhc of  For the International Fedéeration of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies
" Abdellah Bou Habib - .Dr Hossam Elsharkawi s
}hter Of the Lebanese Foreign - Regional Director
Affaus o  Middle East and North Africa
A ‘ c;“q

- [COPIE CONFORME]:

“B1| appropriate office premises for the Delegation, as well as suitable housing accommodation for |§-

¢ ;;.'_!‘iht‘: Government shall alloﬁffihe acquisition and facilitate the registration of vehicles for the | ] _
_jj-l"ﬁt‘,ia! use of the Delegation, subject to same treatment granted to the missions of |§
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